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sons the freedom of the Winter Palace; they planned
for Elena's marriage to the Grand Duke. It is prob-
able there was political calculation. They were con-
fident of the future of Serbia, and, alas, of the future of
the Romanof dynasty. But: Klena might not have
made that exalted marriage had not Prince Peter been
called to the throne.

Alexander Obrcnovitch had made an unpopular
marriage with Draga, a widow and the daughter of a
shopkeeper. She had been childless by the first marriage
and it: seemed likely she would be childless by the second.
In Serbia, a childless marriage is considered punishment
by God, a childless queen a disgrace, King Alexander
Obrenovitch was also unpopular for other reasons. A
military conspiracy formed against him, and one night
a band of armed men burst Into the old palace in Belgrade,
shot both Alexander and Draga and threw their bodies
into the street, an appalling double murder that caused
the name of Serbia to suffer for many a long year,

Peter Karageorgievitch had no part1 iti this crime and
was not privy to the conspiracy. It was as much a sur-
prise to him as to other people living in Geneva, The
grandfather of Alexander Obrenovitch had killed the
original Kara George, the first liberator of the Serbs.
Grandfather had killed grandfather, but there was no
blood feud. Prince Peter did not lust for the blood of
the Obrenovitches. But as he profited by the murder,
some have thought erroneously that he bore some of
the guilt. In 1903 he was, by popular election, made
King of Serbia. George and Alexander were then
withdrawn from the Ecole dcs Pages and continued their
studies with private tutors in Belgrade, But Prince
George was heir to the throne.

Prince George exhibited a very different' temperament
from that of Alexander. He was exuberant, whimsical,
given to fads and violent preoccupations, whereas
Alexander was obedient and studious. In the Serbian
family what the father ordains is law. The son elate